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Zinedine Zidane On 17 August 2005,
a wave of collective relief swept across
France, After a 14-month abstinence,
Zinedine Zidane resumed his career in
the national jersey. With the lumi-
nary’s return to the midfield of the

% »Equipe Tricolore,« normalcy also
k‘ returned to France, meaning that
} the national team easily passed
the qualification for the final round
in Germany. After the 2004 FIFA World

Cup™, Zidane will finally take off his football
shoes, a year before his contract with Real

Madrid ends. The elegant playmaker has seven

Raymond Domenech Domenech was games left to top his career with a »grande
appointed head coach of the »Equipe

Tricolore« after the EURO 2004. An uncom-
émmising left defence player, the native of
Lyon played in 433 league and eight interna-

tional games. in 1978 and 1982 he narrowly

finale.« Although France also has other top players
such as Viera or Henry, the European champion of
2000 remains the key figure in the French team.

His football genius decides games. Hardly any-

body else combines lightness and efficiency in

his handling of the ball as impressively as the
33-year-old FIFA World Footballer of 1998,
2000 and 2003. At the latest by 9 July,
sthe best No. 10 since Michel
Platini« will enter the football stage

missed the appointment to the World Cup
oster of »Les Bleus.« In 1993, Domenech
..took over France's U-21 national team, which
. wbsequently featured such players as Zidane,
\Vieira, Henry, Trezeguet, Anelka, Gallas and

' Cisse. Domenech, who is said to have a
brusque and abrasive manner, is considered

for the last time. A new chapter of
life will then start for the father of

a streng proponent of discipline. four sons.

Club Intern. games/goals il FIFA World Cup scorecard

‘iars

| GOAL

Boumsong, Jean-Alain 14/12/1979 Newcastle (ENG)
3 Abidal, Eric 11/07/1979 Lyon 8/0
5 Gallas, William 17/08/1977 Chelsea (ENG) 40/1
13 Silvestre, Mikael 09/08/1977 Manchester Utd. (ENG) 39/2
15. Thuram, Lilian 01/01/1972 Juventus (ITA) 114/2
17 - Givet, Gael 09/10/1981 Monaco 11/0
Sagnol, Willy 18/03/1977 Bayern Munich (GER) 38/0
Chimbonda, Pascal 21/02/1979 Wigan (ENG) 1/0
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. e — ualify World Champion
Govou, Sidney 27/07/1979  Lyon 19/3 9
Wiltord, Sylvain 10/05/1974  Lyon sorze | WRICLS . R e

12 Henry, Thierry 17/08/1977  Arsenal (ENG) 78/33

14 Saha, Louis 08/08/1978 Manchester Utd. (ENG) 9/2
Trezeguet, David 15/10/1977 Juventus (ITA) 63/32
Ribery, Franck 07/04/1983 Marseille 3/0
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